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1. To Be | & (shi)

Our first Quick Chinese Lesson is about one of the most common Chinese
words.

It is the verb & (shi), which means "to be". It is equivalent to “am, is, are” in the
present tense and “was, were” in the past tense. Use & (shi) only with nouns.

STRUCTURE

Pronoun / Noun + 2 (shi) + Noun

2 E M,
Ta shildoshr.

She is a teacher.

hEEE,
Ta shiyishéng.

He is a doctor.
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2. Very | iR ( hén)

But to say things like “You are tall” or “China is beautiful”, you'll need an adverb.
The most common Chinese adverb is & (hén), which literally means “very”.

STRUCTURE

Pronoun / Noun + {& (hén) + Adjective

RIRS.
NT hén gdo.

You are tall.

BRI
W& hén hdo.

l am good.

FERER.
Zhonggud hen piddliang.

China is beautiful.
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3. Very | ¥ (feéichang)

What if you want to say “China is very beautiful”? In this case, you can use a
“stronger” adverb of degree, such as JE& (feichang), which is a stronger way to
say “very".

STRUCTURE

Pronoun / Noun + JEE (feichang) + Adjective

X
- Ca> FEIEEES,

Zhonggud feichang pidoliang.

W China is very beautiful.

To wrap up, just remember that & (shi) is usually followed by a noun, whereas
an adverb like 1R (hén) is usually followed by an adjective.
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4. Using f (de) with Adjectives

nou

In English, it's common to see phrases like “a beautiful park”, “an interesting

nou

person”, “a big room”, etc. You don't need to put anything between an adjective
and a noun in these cases.

In Chinese, things get a bit more complicated. You will need to add B9 (de)
between an adjective and a noun, depending on what adjective it is.

STRUCTURE

Pronoun / Noun + [ (de) + Noun

Generally speaking, 89 (de) is not needed if the adjective is made of just one
character. If an adjective contains two or more syllables, then you'll need BJ (de).
Just follow this simple rule and you'll be fine. Let's have a look at some examples:

1. With adjectives made of more than one character; use #J (de):

<

ERNAR
% pidoliang de gongyudn

a beautiful park

BBEIA

youqu de rén

g
c
%

an interesting person

2. With adjectives made of only one character; do not add B (de):

KEEiE]

I da fangjian

a big room




5. Simple Sentence Structure

If you are a beginner, these four structures will help you avoid making
mistakes when you build simple Chinese sentences.

STRUCTURE 1
Subject + Verb + Object

REFR.

WO qu xuéxido.
ooooooao I'm going to school.
D[]DLDF[]D

STRUCTURE 2

Subject + Time + Verb + Object

BI\REFR

W0 ba dian qu xuéxido.

i

| go to school at 8 o'clock.

STRUCTURE 3

Subject + Place + Verb + Object

HERIZEEIR,

Eel é )
@ @ WO zai jia cht wanfan.

| have dinner at home.

STRUCTURE 4

Subject + Time + Place + Verb + Object

BN RFEKIZHRIR.

i

| have dinner at home at 6:30.

WO lit didn ban zai jia cht wanfan.

N
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6. How to Ask Basic Questions

Many Chinese learners are told that 5 (ma) is used at the end to form a
guestion. However, this is not always correct even when creating basic questions.

STRUCTURE

Sentence + 3 (ma) +?

N5 (ma) needs to be added at the end of a yes-no question only. For questions
like “Where are you?”, “What time is it?", there is no need to add 5 (ma).

Let's have a look at some examples.

1. For yes-no questions; use 15 (ma):

RER LEI5?
NT xthuan Shanghdi ma?
Do you like Shanghai?

thE P EFG?
Ta yéu Zhongwén mingzi ma?

Does he have a Chinese name?

2. For other types of questions (who? what? why? where?), do not add 15 (ma):
{RIEMRE?
NT zdi nali?

Where are you?

In our future lessons, we will learn more about different types of questions.
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7. When to Use fl (hé)

The Chinese word # (hé) is another basic, but important word which is often
misused by Chinese learners. Although its equivalent meaning in English is

indeed “and”, when it comes to the usage of this word, we need to get rid of our
“English way of thinking”.

In English, the word “and” can connect nouns, adjectives, phrases, and sentences.

For example:

“| like apples and bananas” (Noun + and + Noun);

‘I am happy and excited” (Adjective + and + Adjective);

‘I am interested in reading novels and playing chess” (Phrase + and + Phrase);

“I am Mike and this is my friend Tom" (Sentence + and + Sentence).

1.In Chinese, #1 (hé) can only connect 2 nouns, pronouns or noun phrases.

STRUCTURE

Noun + ] (hé) + Noun

¢ BREWRERNEE,
W& xthuan pinggud hé xiangijido.
| like apples and bananas.
Q HAHR A TG,

(pml) WO dul daxidoshud he xiagi gén Xingq
'«

/TN | am interested in reading novels and playing chess.

&
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2. To connect 2 adjectives, use X (you).

STRUCTURE

X (you) + Adjective + X (you) + Adjective

B mwmsem.
)

WO you gaoxing you jiddong.
| am happy and excited.

3. And for “Sentence + and + Sentence”, just add a comma in writing, and a
pause in speech to separate them:

STRUCTURE

Sentence, Sentence

HZ Emma, XEHIAKR Tom,
W& shi Emma, zhé shi wo de péngyou Tom.

| am Emma, and this is my friend Tom.
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8. §3& (héshi) vs. iES (shihé)

The words &1& (héshi) and E& (shihé) sometimes also cause trouble to

Chinese learners as both words consist of exactly the same characters, and their
meanings are very similar. But they are used differently.

1. &13& (héshi) is an adjective which means “suitable”.

STRUCTURE

Subject + 1R (hén) + §3& (héshi)

R
XEREZEEE
Zhé jidn chénshdn hén héshi.
This shirt is the right one.
T =)

2. 5&H (shihé) is a verb which means “to suit”.

STRUCTURE

Subject + 1R (hén) + &4 (shihé) + Person

XERZREET.
Zhé jidn chénshdn hén shihé ni.

This shirt suits you well.
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9. To Meet, I (jian) or DLHE (jianmian)

Both I, (jian) and WLE (jianmian) mean “to meet”, “to see”. You can use any of
these two words in a sentence to express the say “A meets B".

Let's look at the examples.

1. I (jian), is a verb to “to see/meet”, and it can be followed by a person.

STRUCTURE
A+ I (jian) + B

BAARIR,

WO xidng jian ni.

| want to see you.

2. WA (jianmian), to see/meet, and it can not be directly followed by a
person. You will need to use the word 1 (hé), “with".

STRUCTURE:
A + 1 (hé) + B + ILE (jianmian)

FERFMMIE T -

Zudtian wo hé ta jianmian le.

m ﬂ | met him yesterday.
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10. When to Use 2 (haishi) and 3& (huozhé)

Many Chinese learners get confused with #2 (haishi) with Z{& (huozhé) as
they both mean “or”. But they're used differently too.

1. %2 (haishi)

B (haishi) is usually used in questions, such as “Do you want to drink tea or
coffee?”; "Do you like Shanghai or Beijing?" Use it to ask someone to choose
between 2 options.

STRUCTURE

A + 2 (haishi) + B?

RER LBERILR?
NT xithuan Shanghdi hdishi Béijing?
Do you like Shanghai or Beijing?

2. 5#& (hudzhé)

& (huozhé) is used in positive or negative statements, such as “Either tea or
coffee is fine.”

STRUCTURE:
A + 5 (hudzhé) + B

Take a look at the following dialogue in which both words can be used:

A: {RERIEZMNAEE?
NT ydo cha hdishi kafei?

Do you want to drink tea or coffee?

B: ZEE MR,
Chd& huozhe kafei.

Either tea or coffee is fine.
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11. How to Use Negatives 4~ (Bu) and & (Méi)
With the verb “to have”

In Chinese, both A~ (bu) and & (Méi) can be used to negate a verb.

But when it comes to the verb B (you), “to have”, you can only use i% (méi) to
say ‘not to have”.

STRUCTURE:

Subject + ;&H (méi yoéu) + Noun

@ HEEXAR.

' W& méi you ndpéngyou.
<

=

FeE%.
| ' W& méi you gian,

C 2]
) B | don't have any money.

| don't have a girlfriend.
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It's also important to understand how to use 4~ (bu) and % (méi) with other
verbs.

1. 4 (bu)

A~ (bu) + verb is used for negation of present and future actions.

STRUCTURE:

Subject + 4~ (bu) + Verb

EREFRK
WO bu qu xuéxido.
| don't go to school./

| am not going to school.

EARZREIR,
WO bu cht zdofan.
| don't eat breakfast./

| am not going to eat breakfast.
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2.7%%8 (méiydu)

&8 (méiydu) + verb is used for negation of past actions.

Using B (yOu) in this case is optional.

STRUCTURE:

Subject + j% (méi) + F (you) + Verb

FERFZ(B)EF K.
Zudtian wd méi(you) qu xuéxido.

Yesterday | didn't go to school.

SRIE(B)IZRIR.
Jintian wd méi(you) cht zdofan.
| didn't have breakfast today.

We hope you've enjoyed our first lesson!
To learn more, you can:

- Follow us on Instagram at @thatmandarin
and practice every day;

- Subscribe to our WeChat channel &~

and learn with new videos every week;

- Browse our courses and learn with our teachers at your own
schedule.


https://www.instagram.com/thatsmandarin/
http://thatsmandarin.com/all-courses/
https://www.instagram.com/thatsmandarin/
http://thatsmandarin.com/all-courses/

