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In this book, you will learn colloquial Chinese lessons that are regularly used by Chinese people, especially
the young generation. Learning colloquial Chinese phrases is essential to communicate confidently and
effectively in Chinese in a broad range of situations. No prior knowledge of the language is required.

We recommend to learn at least one or two phrases daily and apply them in your conversations with the
local Chinese.

Chinese phrases in this book:

1. “Upstart” -+5% (T4 hdo)

2. “Speechless” T (Zui le)

3. “Buy, Buy, Buy” SESESE (M3i mai mai)

4. “Internet Celebrity” MIZL (Wang héng)

5. “Extremely” ANEAELRY (BG yao b yao de)

6. “You Know” PRIERY) (NT dong de)

7. “Go Die” H (GOu dai)

8. “Shrewd” JEE (Fu hei)

9. “Send Chills Down One’s Spine” B — 1351 (Dao x1yi kdu lidng qi)
10. “Insider” Z AL (Lo sTji)

For more free Chinese lessons e-books, visit www.blog.thatsmandarin.com.




1. “Upstart”

-
+-5
Tu hao
Upstart
-

Let’s break it down:

+ (tu): earth
5% (hao): luxurious [comes from the word 5 /£ (hdo hud)]

The character 1 (tl) is associated with China’s poor,
unsophisticated rural areas.

5% (tU hdo) is used to refer to China’s nouveau riches.

This term conjures up images of uncouth, uncultured people
from the countryside who have become rich overnight, and
who love to flaunt their wealth in the most ostentatious
manner possible. It’s also often used jokingly on friends.

Examples:

He bought 10 iphones yesterday, he is a real upstart.
fFERSE 710 R T, MEE—D o

Ta zud tian mai le 10 ge ping gud shou ji, ta zhén shi yi ge tU
hao.

Tom owns 10 villas, he is an upstart.
TomA10M 518, fe—" 1
Tom you 10 dong bié shu, ta shiyige tiU hao.

2. “Speechless”

-
BT
Zuile
Speechless
-

Let’s break it down:
I (zui) : drunk

Although I(zui) means drunk, in colloquial Chinese, it is used
to convey “speechless”.

You can often hear people say “FRHL/ZHE T (wo yé shi zui le)”,
which means “l am speechless”, if they don’t want to make
any further comment on something.

Examples:

He fell asleep in class. I'm speechless.
ftb EIRIREE T, WA .

Ta shang ke shi shui zhdo le, wo yé shi zui le.

She spent 100RMB on a plastic bag. I’'m speechless.
WAE100BE T —PDIERAE ) FRA 21 1

Ta hua 100 kuai mai le y1 ge su liao dai, wo yé shi zui le.




3. “Buy, Buy, Buy”

-
Mai mai mai
Buy buy buy
N

Let’s break it down:
S (méi): buy

Repeating a word three times puts an emphasis on its
meaning. It’s a way to convey excitement over the activity of
buying something (shopping).

| guess you can imagine how Chinese people (especially
Chinese girls) love shopping when you see a phrase
containing three “buys”.

Examples:

Chinese girls love buy buy buy.
I 2 R % o

Zhong gud nii hai dou ai

If you are in a bad mood, then go buy buy buy.
WRAROE AL, 82 o

RU gud ni xin ging bu hao, jiu qu

4. “Internet Celebrity”

-
A
Wang hong
Internet celebrity
N

Let’s break it down:

] (wang): the internet or the web
21 (héng): popular

2T (wang hong) is a term that is used to refer to internet
celebrities — people who have gained fame on social media.

Examples:

Fengjie was an internet celebrity.
RUH RS 02— 2]
Féng jié céng jing shi yi ge

A female internet celebrity usually has a V-shaped face.

QLB L St QVAS 2 8

N{ tong chang dou ydu yi zhang V zi lidn.




5. “Extremely”

-
ANEEABLH]
BU yao bu yao de
Extremely
-

Let’s break it down:
ANEL (bl yao): don’t want

“INEL" means “don’t want”, however, “/AN BN
(bu yao bu yao de)” can be used to emphasize an adjective.

The structure is as follows:
“adjective + [)(de) + NEAELH] (bl yao bl yao de)”

Examples:

The xiaolongbao (small pork buns) here is extremely tasty.
Tk LR/ NEELIFIZ R A A

Zheé Ii de xiao 16ng bao hao chide bi yao bi yao de.

This song is extremely nice.
XA WT B A
Zhé shou gé hao ting de bl yao bl yao de.

6. “You Know”

-
AR
Ni dong de
You know...
.

JUST U KNOW Y
& m

Let’s break it down:
¥ (dong): to understand

PRIE ] (nf ddng de) is used when something is very obvious
and plain for all to see. Often, it’s used in situations where
there is an inconvenient truth that is better left unsaid.

Examples:

A: 1 didn’t do my homework yesterday, will the teacher be
angry at me?

B: You know...

A RIERIZMA R, s A< ?

B: VRTE ...

A: WO zud tian méi zuo zuo ye, 1ao shi hui shéng gi ma?

B: Ni dong de...

Tomorrow is the deadline, if you still haven’t finished the
article, you know...

MR REE B, RS RR S 5E, IR ...
Ming tian shi jié zhi ri i, rd gud ni wén zhang hai méi xié
wan, ni dong de...




7. “Go Die”

-

My
Gou dai
Go die

Let’s break it down:
M (gdu): dog

¥ (géu) means “dog”, but 77 (gdu dai) has absolutely
nothing to do with dogs.

It has become popular these days among youngsters because
it sounds like “go die”. You can use the phrase if you want to
tell a friend to “go to hell” in a half-joking manner.

Definitely not recommended for use when speaking with a
stranger.

Examples:

A: Can you lend me 1000RMB? B: Go die!
Az ARAT DG TR 10005 E 1 2 B:

A: Ni ké yi jie wo 1000 kuai gian ma? B:

Boy: You are really fat! Girl: Go die!

Boy: VR ELFEI ! Girl:

Boy: Ni zhén pang a! Girl:

8. “Shrewd”

-
L

Fu hei
Shrewd

Let’s break it down:

I (fu): abdomen
(hé&i): black

To say a person has a J§2& (fu héi) or “black abdomen” means
you’re saying they are full of ideas up their sleeves. This can
be used to describe people who are shrewd and/or cunning,
which can have a positive meaning depending on the situation.

Examples:

He is good at concealing his feelings, he is shrewd.
fbZ THEM H SRS, 2RI A

ta shan yu yan shizi ji de gan shou, ta shi ge de rén.

Mike is good at pleasing girls and induces them to fall in his
traps, he is shrewd.
Miked T IF L Z 7 FE5 IEMA A B ERIRERE, 2
0 8

| TIPS
Mike shan yu tdo hdo nii hai zi bing yin you ta men dido ru
ziji de xian jing, ta shi ge de rén.




9. “Send Chills Down One’s Spine”

-
B — 1A
Dao x1yi kdu liang qi
Send chills down one’s spine
-

Let’s break it down:

% (x7): to inhale
1A (lidng qi): cold air.

We use this phrase to refer to someone who is frightened or
astonished by something unexpected.

Examples:

The car almost hit me, and it sent chills down my spine.
xR, 4 o

Ché cha dian zhuang dao wo, wo dang shi

In a dark alley, | heard someone calling my name. | turned
around, but nobody was there. It sent chills down my spine.
E—4 BRI/ N B, JRIT WA AR 2+ B &,
ERSFRHIRAN, Xikdk o

Zai yi tido héi an de xido xiang Ii, wo ting jian you rén jiao wo de
ming zi, wo zhuan guo shén, dan shi shén hou qué méi you rén,
zhe rang wo dang shi

10. “Insider”

-
Zal
Lao siji
Insider
\

Let’s break it down:

% (130): old
A]HIL (sTj1): driver

We say someone is a & H]HL (130 sT i) to imply that she/he
knows something particularly well.

Examples:

He often goes to pubs and night clubs, he’s an insider.
2 B, i —1 o
Ta jing chang qu jil ba hé ye dian, ta shi yi gé

Judging by what he said, | can tell that he’s an insider.
WAt 15 375 AL R At — 1 o

Ting ta shud hua jiu zhi dao ta shi yi gé
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